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1
SPINAL IMPLANT APPARATUS AND
METHODS

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

The present application is a continuation of U.S. patent
application Ser. No. 13/491,944, filed Jun. 8, 2012, which is a
continuation of U.S. patent application Ser. No. 12/384,107,
now U.S. Pat. No. 8,216,317, filed Mar. 31, 2009, which
claims the benefit of U.S. Provisional Patent Application No.
61/040,821, filed on Mar. 31, 2008, and U.S. Provisional
Patent Application No. 61/091,505 filed on Aug. 25, 2008, the
disclosures of which are hereby incorporated herein by ref-
erence.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to a spinal implant apparatus
and a method of using that apparatus to treat a spine disorder.
More particularly, the present invention relates to an implant
apparatus, which includes a steerable spacer and a manipula-
tion device or positioning tool, and a method for using the
positioning tool to position the spacer at a desirable position
at the anterior region of a vertebra. Further, the present inven-
tion relates to an intervertebral spacer arranged for selectable
steerage to a location of interest between adjacent vertebrae,
and a mechanism to manipulate or alter the apparatus in an
off-axis manner.

Back pain can be caused by any one of several problems
that affect the intervertebral discs of the spine. These prob-
lems include, for example, degeneration, bulging, herniation,
thinning of a disc, or abnormal movement, and the pain that is
experienced generally is attributable to friction or pressure
that inevitably occurs when one adjacent vertebra exerts
uneven pressure, or when both adjacent vertebrae exert such
pressure, on the disc. Back pain may also be attributed to
neural element injury.

Whenever an individual suffers from a disc problem, a
typical remedy is to perform interbody, intervertebral, cervi-
cal, thoracic, or lumbar fusion (all generically referred to
herein as “IF”) surgery on the patient for the purpose of fusing
together the two vertebrae that flank the defective disc to form
a single, solid bone mass. Existing IF techniques generally
involve removing the offending disc from the patient, adding
bone graft material into the interbody space between the
flanking vertebrae, and inserting a spinal implant device into
that space to hold the graft material in place and to support the
flanking vertebrae while solid bone mass forms.

Existing IF techniques fail to enable fine positioning of an
implant device with respect to the vertebrae. A brief discus-
sion of the basic anatomy of the human spine, and specifi-
cally, the lumbar vertebrae of the spine, will help better illus-
trate this limitation. FIG. 1 is a partial representation of the
lumbar region of a human spine, in which an intervertebral
disc 10 is arranged between a superior vertebra 20 and an
inferior vertebra 30. Specifically, disc 10 is positioned
between a bottom surface 21 of superior vertebra 20 and a top
surface 31 of inferior vertebra 30. FIG. 2 is a top view of
inferior vertebra 30, which includes top surface 31 of a ver-
tebral body 32. Vertebral body 32 is formed by a cortical rim
33, which is a dense, hard shell that is formed by compact
bone, and an end plate portion 34 formed by much softer and
less compact end plate material, or cancellous bone.

Referring to FIG. 3, existing [F procedures, including those
associated with the lumbar region, involve positioning at least
one spinal implant 50 so that it is substantially centered
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between end plate portion 34 of inferior vertebra 30 and an
end plate portion 24 on bottom surface 21 of superior vertebra
20. Such positioning of implant 50 does not promote lordosis.
Further, in this position, implant 50 tends to depress upon, or
even become embedded in, end plate portion 34 of inferior
vertebra 30 and/or end plate portion 24 of superior vertebra
20. This settling of implant 50 is referred to as subsidence,
during which the vertebrae-supporting properties of implant
50 are reduced or eliminated. The result may be less than
desirable coronal and/or sagittal alignment of the spine.

Existing IF procedures are further limited in other ways.
During IF surgery, the surgeon must navigate a spinal implant
device through a region that is densely packed with neural
elements, muscle, ligaments, tendons and bone to access top
surface 31 of inferior vertebra 30. In existing IF techniques,
this requires extensive cutting and/or manipulation of this
region, which can extend patient recovery time and subject
the patient to other side eftects, such as, for example, inflam-
mation, which can be discomforting. Worse, in some patients,
the patient must be entered in two or three of at least three
possible body areas (i.e., the patient’s posterior region in a
posterior interbody fusion technique, the patient’s anterior
region in an anterior interbody fusion technique, the patient’s
lateral region in a lateral interbody fusion technique, and/or
the patient’s transforaminal region in a transforaminal inter-
body fusion technique) for the purpose of positioning the
spinal implant device. More generally, existing IF techniques
are substantially invasive and can be difficult to perform.

Further, a limitation of existing tools used in IF procedures
relates to the design of the spinal implant device. In some IF
procedures, locating the spinal implant device in the position
of interest cannot be done by hand alone. Instead, a tool is
required to push the spinal implant device to the position of
interest, particularly when lordosis promotion is the goal of
the IF procedure. Present spinal implant devices are config-
ured so that their interface with the positioning tool occurs
only along or parallel to the primary longitudinal axis, one of
the orthogonal axes, of the spinal implant device. The primary
longitudinal axis generally coincides with anterior or poste-
rior directions of insertion. For example, certain presently
used spinal implant devices are rectangular in shape and
include a port that is centrally and parallelly aligned with the
primary longitudinal axis of the spinal implant device used to
releasably receive the positioning tool therein. As a result,
such a spinal implant device (herein referred to as an “on-
axis” spinal implant device) can only be moved and/or guided
by the positioning tool in a straight line along its primary axis.
If the on-axis spinal implant device is not initially aligned
directly with its ultimate intervertebral location, or if' it shifts
during travel, it will not reach its ultimate position of interest
without considerable effort and time to ensure that the on-axis
spinal implant device is as close to the position of interest as
possible. Even then, the surgeon can generally only approxi-
mate that position. Therefore, the configuration of current
on-axis spinal implant devices limits a surgeon’s ability to
place the spinal implant device effectively.

What is needed, therefore, is a spinal implant apparatus and
method of using the apparatus that enable a surgeon to easily,
consistently, and effectively position a prosthetic interverte-
bral spacer substantially at the anterior region of an interver-
tebral disc space, i.e. between the cortical rims of adjacent
vertebrae, with as minimal an impact on the patient as pos-
sible. Such an apparatus would decrease patient risk, speed
recovery and substantially improve success rates in terms of
restoration of normal spinal confirmation and neurological
decompression.
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SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

It is an object of the present invention to provide an appa-
ratus for treating a patient in need of IF surgery. The apparatus
specifically enables a surgeon to position a spacer to a desir-
able position. The present apparatus is a spacer including one
or more off-axis contact sites and, optionally, one or more
on-axis contact sites. For purposes of description of the
present invention, “oft-axis” means a steerage, directional
and/or expansion contact location that is anywhere part of the
spacer except at a location that is aligned with the primary
longitudinal axis of the spacer. An off-axis location may
include any non-orthogonal location, as well as orthogonal
locations except for the primary longitudinal axis of the
spacer. The contact sites are arranged for releasable interfac-
ing with a steering and/or expansion tool and to enable fine
and minimally invasive manipulation within the patient for
positioning the spacer at the desirable location. The spacer
includes a primary rectangular shape but is not limited
thereto. In one or more embodiments, the spacer includes one
or more chamfered corners or sections, which may be of
rectangular shape. One or more of the one or more chamfered
corners may include a tool interface, such as a port arranged
to allow for releasable insertion of a tool insert. Alternatively
or additionally, one or more of the one or more chamfered
corners may include a nodule or pin that may be releasably
joinedto atoolinterface. The spacer may thusly be configured
to enable its steerage from a starting location to the desirable
location at more than just straight-line movements using a
positioning tool of interest. Instead, the spacer may be moved
at 30°, 45°, or any other angles of interest with respect to the
axis of insertion, including orthogonal angles other than on
the primary longitudinal axis of the spacer.

Further, in an embodiment of the spacer including a curved
front end, the off-axis interface arrangement enables the sur-
geon to move the spacer in an arc if that is deemed to be a
suitable means of traversal. For example, the spacer front end
may be configured in a shape that causes it to have a higher
frictional characteristic interface with the end plate (or verte-
bral body surface) while the back end may have a lower
frictional characteristic at that interface. Such a design
enables a type of sliding motion of the spacer when pushed
off-axis. The present invention is applicable in any type of
spinal surgery. While the focus of the discussion of a pre-
ferred embodiment of the present invention is directed to
lumbar IF surgery, it is to be understood that the invention
may be employed in cervical and thoracic spinal procedures,
as well as from any direction, i.e., anterior, posterior, and
lateral.

In one example, the steerable spacer further includes a
plurality of surfaces and a plurality of ports that are formed
partially within, or entirely through, the plurality of surfaces.
The plurality of ports may be located at selectable positions
on one or more surfaces of the spacer, and, preferably, but not
essentially, at least two of the ports are located on two sur-
faces that are at the rear end, and, preferably, but not essen-
tially, at least one of the ports is on a surface that is not located
at the rear end.

The present invention not only provides one or more
devices and related methods for off-axis spacer positioning, it
also provides for off-axis alteration of the size and/or shape of
a spacer, such as with an expandable spacer (cage), for
example. In particular, then, the present invention establishes
one or more interbody distracting devices and related tool
usage to enable the off-axis modification or alteration of the
position, size and/or shape of such interbody distracting
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devices. The one or more devices may include one or more
on-axis features, but do include one or more off-axis features.

The present invention is constructed to decrease patient
risk, speed recovery, and substantially improve success rates
in terms of restoration of normal spinal confirmation and
neurological decompression. This is achieved by providing
the surgeon with a spacer that is much more readily movable
into an intervertebral position deemed best suited for the
patient’s condition and, possibly, altered in size, dimension
and/or shape to further improve the implant’s clinical result.
These and other advantages of the present invention will
become apparent upon review of the following description
and accompanying drawings.

A first aspect of the present invention is a method of insert-
ing and positioning a prosthetic intervertebral spacer in the
intervertebral disc space between two adjacent vertebrae
comprising the steps of providing a spacer including a longi-
tudinal axis, an on-axis interface, and an off-axis interface,
the on-axis interface being coincident with or parallel to the
longitudinal axis, and the off-axis interface being angled with
respect to the longitudinal axis, engaging a tool to the on-axis
interface, inserting the spacer at least partially into the inter-
vertebral disc space by moving the tool substantially along an
insertion direction, engaging the tool to the off-axis interface,
and inserting the spacer further into the intervertebral disc
space by moving the tool substantially along the insertion
direction, such that the longitudinal axis of the spacer is
angled with respect to the insertion direction.

Inaccordance with certain embodiments of'this first aspect,
the insertion direction may be substantially parallel to a pos-
terior-anterior axis of the intervertebral disc space. The
method may further include the steps of engaging the tool to
a second off-axis interface of the spacer, and inserting the
spacer further into the intervertebral disc space by moving the
tool substantially along the insertion direction. The combina-
tion of the inserting steps may result in the longitudinal axis of
the spacer being perpendicular to the insertion direction. The
longitudinal axis of the spacer may be substantially parallel to
a medial-lateral axis of the intervertebral disc space. The
inserting steps may result in the spacer being positioned in an
anterior aspect of the intervertebral disc space. The inserting
steps may include allowing the spacer to rotate with respect to
the insertion direction. The spacer may further include a front
end having frictional properties that are greater than frictional
properties of a rear end of the spacer, and the inserting steps
may include allowing the front end to turn within the inter-
vertebral disc space as it frictionally engages one or both of
the adjacent vertebrae. The on-axis and off-axis interfaces
may be ports, the tool may include a retractable member, and
the engaging steps may include placing the retractable mem-
ber in the respective ports. The combination of the inserting
steps may result in the longitudinal axis of the spacer being
rotated approximately 90 degrees with respect to the insertion
direction. The method may further include the step of packing
bone grafting material into at least one of the on-axis inter-
face, the off-axis interface, and an opening in the spacer. The
method may further include the step of expanding the spacer.

A second aspect of the present invention is a method of
inserting and positioning a prosthetic intervertebral spacer in
the intervertebral disc space between two adjacent vertebrae
comprising the steps of providing a spacer including a curved
front end, a longitudinal axis, an on-axis interface, and an
off-axis interface, wherein the on-axis interface is coincident
with or parallel to the longitudinal axis, and wherein the
off-axis interface is angled with respect to the longitudinal
axis, establishing a connection between a tool and the spacer,
the connection being at the on-axis interface, inserting the
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spacer at least partially into the intervertebral disc space by
moving the tool substantially along an insertion direction,
relocating the connection to the off-axis interface, and insert-
ing the spacer further into the intervertebral disc space by
moving the tool substantially along the insertion direction,
such that the spacer rotates with respect to the insertion direc-
tion.

In accordance with certain embodiments of this second
aspect, the method may further include the steps of engaging
the tool to a second off-axis interface of the spacer, and
inserting the spacer further into the intervertebral disc space
by moving the tool substantially along the insertion direction.
The combination of the inserting steps may result in the
longitudinal axis of the spacer being perpendicular to the
insertion direction. The inserting steps may result in the
spacer being positioned in an anterior aspect of the interver-
tebral disc space. The spacer may further include a front end
having frictional properties that are greater than frictional
properties of a rear end of the spacer, and the inserting steps
may include allowing the front end to turn within the inter-
vertebral disc space as it frictionally engages one or both of
the adjacent vertebrae. The on-axis and off-axis interfaces
may be ports, the tool may include a retractable member, and
the establishing step may include placing the retractable
member in the respective ports.

A third aspect of the present invention is a method of
inserting and positioning a prosthetic intervertebral spacer in
the intervertebral disc space between two adjacent vertebrae
comprising the steps of providing a spacer including a longi-
tudinal axis, an on-axis interface, and an off-axis interface,
the on-axis interface being coincident with or parallel to the
longitudinal axis, and the off-axis interface being angled with
respect to the longitudinal axis, applying a first force to the
on-axis interface to move the spacer in the intervertebral disc
space, and applying a second force to the off-axis interface to
further move the spacer in the intervertebral disc space,
wherein the first and second forces are provided by a tool
moving substantially along a single direction and the first and
second forces cause the spacer to rotate.

In accordance with certain embodiments of this third
aspect, the spacer may further include a front end having
frictional properties that are greater than frictional properties
of'arear end of the spacer, and the applying steps may include
allowing the front end to turn within the intervertebral disc
space as it frictionally engages one or both of the adjacent
vertebrae.

A fourth aspect of the present invention is a method of
inserting and positioning a prosthetic intervertebral spacer in
the intervertebral disc space between two adjacent vertebrae
comprising the steps of providing a spacer including a longi-
tudinal axis and an off-axis interface being angled with
respect to the longitudinal axis, providing a tool for use in
expanding the spacer, engaging the tool to the off-axis inter-
face, and expanding the spacer.

A fifth aspect of the present invention is a prosthetic inter-
vertebral spacer comprising a longitudinal axis, an on-axis
interface being coincident with or parallel to the longitudinal
axis, an off-axis interface being angled with respect to the
longitudinal axis, a front end including a beveled edge, and a
rear end having an on-axis chamfered section being perpen-
dicular to the longitudinal axis and an off-axis chamfered
section being angled with respect to the longitudinal axis.

In accordance with certain embodiments of this fifth
aspect, the front end may be curved with respect to the lon-
gitudinal axis. The on-axis interface may be disposed on the
on-axis chamfered section and the off-axis interface may be
disposed on the off-axis chamfered section. The front end
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may have frictional properties and the rear end may have
frictional properties, the frictional properties of the front end
being greater than the frictional properties of the rear end.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a side view of a partial spinal arrangement of an
intervertebral disc and two vertebrae.

FIG. 2 is a top view of the inferior vertebra of FIG. 1.

FIG. 3 is a side view similar to FIG. 1 showing an existing
spinal implant device positioned between the end plate por-
tions of the inferior and superior vertebrae.

FIG. 4 is a perspective view of an apparatus of the present
invention including a spacer and a positioning tool removably
connected to the spacer.

FIG. 5 is a side view similar to FIG. 1 showing a spacer of
the present invention positioned near the anterior regions and
substantially between the cortical rims of inferior and supe-
rior vertebrae.

FIG. 6 is a first side view of the spacer of FIG. 4.

FIG. 7 is a second side view of the spacer of FIG. 4.

FIG. 8 is a partial cross-sectional top view of a rear end of
the spacer of FIG. 4.

FIG. 9 is a side view of a portion of the positioning tool of
FIG. 4.

FIG. 10 is a front view of the positioning tool of FIG. 4.

FIG. 11 is a flow diagram of the steps of a method of
inserting a spacer according to the present invention.

FIGS. 12-14 are top perspective views depicting a method
of inserting and positioning the spacer according to the
present invention.

FIG. 15 is atop perspective view of the spacer positioned in
a desirable location according to the method depicted in
FIGS. 12-14.

FIG. 16 is a top view of another embodiment of a spacer of
the present invention, the bottom being a mirror image
thereof.

FIG. 17 is a first side view of the spacer of FIG. 16, the
second side being a mirror image thereof.

FIG. 18 is a rear view of the spacer of FIG. 16, the front
being a mirror image thereof.

FIG. 19 is a top view of another embodiment of a spacer of
the present invention, the bottom being a mirror image
thereof.

FIG. 20 is a first side view of the spacer of FIG. 19, the
second side being a mirror image thereof.

FIG. 21 is a rear view of the spacer of FIG. 19.

FIG. 22 is front view of the spacer of FIG. 19.

FIG. 23 is top view of another embodiment of a spacer of
the present invention, the bottom being a mirror image
thereof.

FIG. 24 is a first side view of the spacer of FIG. 23.

FIG. 25 is a rear view of the spacer of FIG. 23.

FIG. 26 is a front view of the spacer of FIG. 23.

FIG. 27 is a top view of another embodiment of a spacer of
the present invention, the bottom being a mirror image
thereof.

FIG. 28 is a first side view of the spacer of FIG. 27, the
second side being a mirror image thereof.

FIG. 29 is a rear view of the spacer of FIG. 27.

FIG. 30 is a top view of an expandable embodiment of a
spacer of the present invention in an unexpanded configura-
tion, the bottom being a mirror image thereof.

FIG. 31 is a second side view of the expandable spacer of
FIG. 30 in an unexpanded configuration, the first side being a
mirror image thereof.

FIG. 32 is a rear view of the expandable spacer of FIG. 30.
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FIG. 33 is second side view of the expandable spacer of
FIG. 30 in an expanded configuration, the first side being a
mirror image thereof.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Referring to FIG. 4, a spinal implant apparatus 90 of the
present invention includes a prosthetic intervertebral spacer
100 and a positioning tool 200 for fine and minimally invasive
manipulation of spacer 100 within a patient in need of lumbar
interbody fusion (“LIF”) surgery. Apparatus 90 allows spacer
100 to be easily and consistently positioned to a desirable
location 36 as represented in FIG. 5, where desirable location
36 is near the anterior region 35 of inferior vertebra (a similar
desirable location located near the anterior region of superior
vertebra 20). Therefore, spacer 100 is shown in FIG. 5 as
being positioned substantially between the upper surface of
cortical rim 33 of inferior vertebra 30 and the lower surface of
the cortical rim of superior vertebra 20. Positioned in desir-
able location 36, spacer 100 is maximally supported by cor-
tical rim 33 (and a like cortical rim of superior vertebra 20),
and spacer 100 better promotes alignment and lordosis than it
would if it were located substantially adjacent to end plate
portion 34 (see FIG. 3) or anywhere else along inferior ver-
tebra 30.

Referring to FIGS. 6 and 7, spacer 100 is in a single,
integral form. It is to be understood, however, that spacer 100
is not limited to being in a single, integral form. Therefore,
spacer 100 may be formed of a plurality of parts, with any
particular part being either removably connectable to, or
being permanently fixed to, any other particular part. Further,
spacer 100 may be of any selectable shape provided it is
configured to allow for its forced movement into a selectable
position at desirable location 36. Further, spacer 100 may be
expandable to allow the surgeon to fine tune lordosing adjust-
ment.

Spacer 100 includes a plurality of surfaces, which include
a top surface 130, a bottom surface 140, a first side surface
110, a second side surface 120, a first spacer contact surface
150, and a second spacer contact surface 160. One or more
openings 112 are optionally formed through top surface 130
and/or bottom surface 140 and may extend fully therebe-
tween. First spacer contact surface 150 and second spacer
contact surface 160 are at a rear end 103 of spacer 100, spaced
opposite from a front end 106 by a body region 108. Each one
of second side surface 120, first spacer contact surface 150,
and second spacer contact surface 160 includes a port 170
(shown as ports 170a-c in FIG. 8). Port 170a is located on first
contact surface 150. Port 1704 is located on second contact
surface 160. Port 170c¢ is located on second side surface 120.
It is to be understood, however, that spacer 100 is not limited
to having any one or more of ports 170a, 1705, or 170c.
Spacer 100 may therefore include none, one, or two of ports
170a, 1705, and 170c, and it may include one or more addi-
tional ports 170 at one or more other surfaces of spacer 100
that may not necessarily be second side surface 120, first
spacer contact surface 150, or second spacer contact surface
160. Further, referring to FIG. 8, any particular port 170 may
be formed as extending partially into spacer 100 (e.g., ports
170a and 1705 formed within surfaces 150 and 160, respec-
tively) or completely through spacer 100 from one surface to
another (e.g., port 170¢ formed completely through second
side surface 120 and an interior surface 114 of opening 112).

Front end 106 and bottom surface 140 of spacer 100 are
designed specifically to enable steerable movement of spacer
100 to desirable location 36 when spacer 100 is moved along
top surface 31 of inferior vertebra 30. In the embodiment
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shown in FIG. 4, front end 106 is of curved form, as it is
preferably inserted such that the curved portion of front end
106 points toward the medial portion of the intervertebral disc
space. Although shown curved only in its front end, the spacer
according to the present invention may be curved along one or
more portions or the entirety of the body region of the spacer.
Front end 106 may be of different dimensions than rear end
103. Front end 106 may also be beveled or otherwise shaped
to increase its friction with respect to top surface 31 so that it
is inclined to dig into the cancellous bone and be forced to
turn in a direction associated with the direction of'its curved
form. That is, the area at or adjacent to the curved form of
front end 106 produces greater friction between inferior ver-
tebra 30 and bottom surface 140 (as shown best in FIG. 7),
than is produced between the area at or adjacent to rear end
103 of bottom surface 140 and inferior vertebra 30. Accord-
ingly, the same could be true for top surface 130 with respect
to superior vertebra 20. The increased frictional properties
may be determined by the height or shape of spacer 100 at
front end 106 relative to the height of the disc space, or may
be due to roughened or textured surfaces of front end 106
adjacent inferior vertebra 30 and superior vertebra 20. More
specifically, the curved nature of front end 106 or its overall
shape may provide or supplement the frictional aspects of
front end 106. Other known methods may also be used to
increase the friction to a desired level. The increased fric-
tional properties of spacer 100 at front end 106 are advanta-
geous for positioning spacer 100 on top surface 31 of inferior
vertebra 30, as will be described with regard to the method of
insertion, presented below.

An exemplary positioning tool 200 that may be used for
releasable joining to any of the positioning interfaces
described herein, e.g. ports 170, is shown in FIGS. 9 and 10.
It is to be understood that positioning tool 200 is a generic
insertion tool or device, and that other similar tools or devices
may be used. Other devices may be employed for the purpose
of causing movement of any of the spacers described herein.
Positioning tool 200 includes a housing member 210, a spacer
contact portion 220, and a retractable member 230 that is
contained within, and is movable within, housing member
210. Retractable member 230 includes a tip 232 that is
arranged for securable, but removable, insertion within any of
interface ports 170 of spacer 100, or any other spacer herein
described. Retractable member 230 may be flexible, yet of
sufficient rigidity to maintain its insertion into port 170 while
allowing a spacer connected to positioning tool 200 to move
or pivot with respect to the longitudinal axis of positioning
tool 200. Housing member 210 may include an optional cut-
away section 235 for viewing retractable member 230, and
therefore for viewing any movement of retractable member
230, within housing member 210. Along these lines, retract-
able member 230 may be marked with indicia such that the
surgeon can tell of its longitudinal displacement with respect
to housing member 210. At least a portion of retractable
member 230 is extendable beyond an opening 222 of contact
surface 220, to a position such as position 240, which is
outside housing member 210 near contact surface 220. The
skilled artisan will recognize that there are a number of
options for designing positioning tool 200 such that retract-
able member 230 is capable of being moved within, and to a
position outside of, housing member 210. In addition to open-
ing 222, contact portion 220 includes at least one contact
surface 224 for contacting spacer 100.

The skilled artisan will recognize that a spacer and a posi-
tioning tool according to the present invention may be formed
from any one or more of a plurality of materials. Regardless of
the material used to form the spacer, that material or materials
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should have physical properties sufficient to allow it to with-
stand the rigors of being manipulated by a positioning tool
during surgery, and to remain intact and in the preferred
position, e.g., desirable location 36, within the harsh environ-
ment that is the human spine. Materials that may be used to
form the spacer and/or the positioning tool include, but are not
limited to, non-metallic materials, such as polymer materials,
including polyetherketone (PEK), polyetherketoneketone
(PEKK), polyetheretherketone (PEEK), polyetherke-
toneetherketoneketone (PEKEKK), or acombination thereof,
for example, and metallic materials, such as titanium and
alloys including titanium, for example.

A method of insertion according to the present invention
may be carried out for the purpose of treating a patient who is
experiencing an intervertebral disc problem, such as degen-
eration, bulging, herniation, and/or thinning, of a disc of the
lumbar region of a spine, for example. The method generally
includes steps for using positioning tool 200 to position
spacer 100 substantially between the outer, dense portion of a
vertebra and the vertebra that is adjacent and superior to that
vertebra, from which an intervertebral disc has been surgi-
cally removed. Specifically, the method allows for a 360°
fusion of these inferior and superior vertebrae with minimal
disruption of the surrounding soft tissue in, and minimal bone
removal from, the patient. Therefore, the method is minimally
invasive. However, it is contemplated that the method may be
carried out as part of a surgery that is not entirely minimally
invasive.

Before any of the steps of the method of insertion are to be
carried out, it is expected that the patient will undergo a
plurality of preparation steps. These preparation steps may
include, but are not limited to being, those steps that are
generally taken by those skilled in the art of performing a
standard unilateral or bilateral decompressive laminectomy.
These steps therefore optionally may include sparing the
facet joints, which are directly over the nerve roots of the
spine, and removing soft tissue from those joints. These steps
may further optionally include accessing a disc that is to be
removed or otherwise treated on its symptomatic side (in the
case of scoliosis, for example, this would be the concave side)
and removing all or a portion of that disc. Other steps per-
formed at or near this time optionally may include inserting
one or more pedicle screws at one or more desired locations
(e.g., in the L4 and L5 pedicles), inserting a disc space dis-
tractor and distracting the disc space by any one or more
techniques for doing so that are known to the skilled artisan.
Still further, other steps at this time optionally may include
carrying out a radical discectomy, which may include prepar-
ing end plates for fusion, removing soft tissue along the
anterior and lateral rims of the disc space, and packing graft
material anteriorally, and/or contralaterally, in that space.

In a specific embodiment, which is outlined in the flow
diagram of FIG. 11 and depicted in FIGS. 12-14, a method
300 includes a step 310 of passing spacer 100 through a
patient’s back 5 and contacting bottom surface 140 of spacer
100 to inferior vertebra 30 at top surface 31. FIG. 12 shows
spacer 100 positioned on top surface 31 of inferior vertebra 30
after spacer 100 has been passed through patient’s back 5.
Step 310 is preferably carried out by using positioning tool
200. For example, tip 232 of positioning tool 200 may be
securably and removably inserted into port 170a of first
spacer contact surface 150 of spacer 100, while spacer 100 is
outside the patient, or at least outside the patient’s spine, and
then moved onto top surface 31. Alternatively, positioning
tool 200 could be engaged with spacer 100 subsequent to a
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partial insertion of spacer 100 in the patient’s spine. In this
regard, a separate tool could be utilized to partially insert
spacer 100.

After spacer 100 is contacted to top surface 31, a step 320
is carried out wherein spacer 100 is oriented such that it is
positioned at a side region 37 of top surface 31 at a substan-
tially right angle with respect to anterior region 35 of top
surface 31 by placing tip 232 of retractable member 230 into
port 170aq of first contact surface 150, and/or contacting con-
tact surface 224 to first contact surface 150, and moving
spacer 100 substantially in a direction 38 along top surface 31
by moving positioning tool 200 substantially in direction 38.
FIG. 12 shows spacer 100 at side region 37 and substantially
at a right angle with respect to anterior region 35 of inferior
vertebra 30 after spacer 100 has been moved into that position
by using positioning tool 200.

Next, a step 330 is carried out wherein spacer 100 is ori-
ented such that spacer 100 is positioned substantially at end
plate portion 34 of inferior vertebra 30 at an angle that is not
substantially a right angle with respect to anterior region 35 of
inferior vertebra 30, by inserting tip 232 into port 1705 of
second contact surface 160, and/or contacting contact surface
224 to second contact surface 160, and then moving spacer
100 substantially in direction 38, for example, along top
surface 31 by moving positioning tool 200 substantially in
direction 38. FIG. 13 shows spacer 100 in position at the
cancellous bone portion, or end plate portion 34, at an angle
that is not substantially a right angle with respect to anterior
region 35 after spacer 100 has been moved into that position
by using the positioning tool 200. Specifically, during step
330, due to the increased frictional characteristics of spacer
100 at front end 106, rear end 103 of spacer 100 moves more
freely in direction on top surface 31 of inferior vertebra 30
compared to the movement of front end 106. Thus, spacer 100
tends to turn according to its curved profile. This turning tends
to reorient spacer 100 such that its longitudinal axis moves
toward a parallel orientation with respect to anterior region
35, i.e. a medial-lateral axis of the adjacent vertebra. In addi-
tion, at this stage of method 300, front end 106 reaches the
stiffer cortical rim 33 where it can move or slide more easily
than it can on the softer cancellous bone, or end plate portion
34.

Next, a step 340 is carried out wherein spacer 100 is moved
into a position that is near and substantially parallel to anterior
region 35, approximating desirable location 36 upon cortical
rim 33 of inferior vertebra 30. This is achieved by inserting tip
232 into port 170¢ of second side surface 120, and/or con-
tacting contact surface 224 to second side surface 120, and
then moving spacer 100 along top surface 31 by moving
positioning tool 200 in direction 38. FIG. 14 shows spacer
100 substantially at desirable location 36.

It is important to note that the curved nature of spacer 100
along with its differently angled ports 170 allow for posterior
insertion of spacer 100 to desirable location 36. That is, a
linear tool such as positioning tool 200 is all that is necessary
to rotate spacer 90° with respect to top surface 31. This is
made possible through the configuration of spacer 100 itself.
More specifically, as the configuration of front end 106 curves
spacer 100 during insertion, different ports 170 are exposed to
the posterior insertion site, and thus are exposed for manipu-
lation by positioning tool 200. Tip 232 may therefore be
inserted into a port 170, and as spacer 100 tends to curve
during insertion, tip 232 may be removed from port 170 and
contact surface 224 may be utilized to further push, and
therefore rotate, spacer 100. This will, in turn, expose another
port 170, which may be utilized by positioning tool 200 as
insertion continues. This cooperation between the curving
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nature of spacer 100 and the re-positioning of positioning tool
200 with respect to rear end 103 of spacer and ports 170
makes it possible to posteriorly insert a longitudinal spacer,
such as spacer 100, into a position such as desirable location
36, which is along a medial-lateral axis of the intervertebral
disc space. Moreover, all of this is accomplished while only
moving tool 200 in direction 38.

FIG. 15 shows spacer 100 at desirable location 36 after
positioning tool 200 has been removed from the patient. It is
a goal of method 300 for spacer 100 to remain at desirable
location 36 after method 300 has been carried out. The skilled
artisan will recognize that there are a number of options for
securing spacer 100 at its ultimate location, i.e. desirable
location 36. For example, one or more expandable set screws
may be used to secure spacer 100. When one or more set
screws are used in this fashion, it is expected that spacer 100
will expand by a small amount, such as several millimeters,
for example. When spacer 100 so expands, it is expected that
lordosis will be effected or will be further effected, anterior
distraction will be enhanced, and openings 112 within spacer
100 will expand to allow for addition of graft material into
openings 112.

Further, it is to be understood that although method 300 has
been described herein with respect to steps 310-340, one or
more variations may be made to method 300. For example, a
surgeon carrying out method 300 may elect to use two posi-
tioning tools 200 concomitantly while carrying out one or
more of positioning steps 310-340 of method 300. The sur-
geon therefore may, for example, insert tip 232 of one posi-
tioning tool 200 into port 170a and tip 232 of a second
positioning tool 200 into port 1705, and then position spacer
100 essentially according to step 320 of method 300 before
then positioning spacer 100 essentially according to step 330
of method 300, while throughout this procedure, tips 232
remain within ports 1704, 1705, respectively. Alternatively, a
single positioning tool may be arranged to enable complete
steerage of spacer 100 to desirable location 36 without dis-
connecting the positioning tool from spacer 100.

Further embodiments of a spacer according to the present
invention will now be described, each spacer having one or
more off-axis positioning interface sites. There are a plurality
of embodiments of the spacer, wherein each includes one or
more positioning interface sites at a location or locations on
the body of the spacer that are not aligned with or parallel to
the primary longitudinal axis of the spacer. In addition to
being beneficial for the precise positioning of the spacer, the
at least one off-axis interface may be utilized as the only
interface for modification of the spacer, or as an interface for
further modification of the spacer after the use of one or more
other interfaces. The modification can be for expansion or
size alteration, which will be further discussed below. Such
further modification may take place after the spacer is finally
positioned or at any stage during the insertion process. In
general, as shown in FIGS. 16-17, a spacer used in an IF
procedure may be characterized as having a primary longitu-
dinal length axis [, a width axis W, and a height axis H, each
being an orthogonal axis of the spacer. The terms “on-axis”
and “off-axis” will be herein referred to as describing their
relation to longitudinal length axis [ of a spacer. An “on-axis”
port, for example, is one that is aligned with or parallel to
length axis [, whereas an “off-axis” port, for example, is one
that is not aligned with or parallel to length axis L. A spacer
according to the present invention preferably includes at least
one on-axis positioning interface site and at least one off-axis
positioning interface site. An off-axis positioning interface
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site may include, but is not limited to, non-orthogonal loca-
tions and at, along, or parallel to either or both of width axis
W and height axis H.

The existence of at least one off-axis positioning interface
site of the body of the spacer of the present invention provides
the surgeon with the opportunity to direct the placement of the
spacer at something other than straight ahead longitudinal
movement, i.e. along a posterior-anterior axis. A positioning
tool may be removably joined to the spacer at an interface site
and manipulated to cause movement of the spacer. Further,
the tool may remain attached to the spacer and be realigned in
an off-axis manner. When the positioning tool is joined to, or
realigned with respect to, the spacer at an off-axis interface
and the tool is moved, the spacer moves at an angle with
respect to the alignment of the positioning tool, which angle
may be orthogonal or non-orthogonal. That is to say that the
spacer tends to move along an axis of the positioning tool,
regardless of the location at which the positioning tool is
connected to the spacer. Thus, the length axis L. of the spacer
may be angled with respect to the axis of the positioning tool
during such insertion. The result is that a surgeon may advan-
tageously manipulate the spacer with finer control than has
been available with the existing spacers.

FIGS. 16-18 illustrate another embodiment of an off-axis
spacer 400 of the present invention. Spacer 400 includes a top
surface 430, a bottom surface 440 that is preferably a mirror
image of top surface 430, first and second sides 415 and 425,
respectively, that are mirror images of one another, a frontend
485, and a rear end 495 that is preferably a mirror image of
front end 485. First side 415 includes a first side surface 410,
and second side 425 includes a second side surface 420.
Similarly, front end 485 includes a front surface 480, and rear
end 495 includes a rear surface 490. Top surface 430 includes
an optional top interface port 431 configured and arranged for
releasably connecting to a positioning tool, such as aforemen-
tioned positioning tool 200. Top interface port 431 may be a
smooth bore hole, a threaded hole, or a slotted hole. Top
interface port 431 may or may not extend completely through
from top surface 430 to bottom surface 440. Alternatively,
spacer 400 may be constructed such that it includes one or
more connecting elements in addition to or instead of top
interface port 431 that may be a rod, a hook, or any other
means rather than a port for releasably joining to a positioning
tool. It is to be noted that bottom surface 440 may also include
such an interface, there may be fewer than or more than one
interface at either or both of top surface 430 and bottom
surface 440, and there may be different numbers of connect-
ing means at top surface 430 and bottom surface 440. Spacer
400 may be fabricated as a unitary structure or it may be
fabricated of a plurality of sections. It may be of fixed dimen-
sions or expandable. It may be fabricated of one or more
materials of interest, provided such material is selected to
enable spacer 400 to perform for its intended purpose under
the expected conditions.

It is to be noted that top interface port 431 is an off-axis
axial interface. That is, it is not aligned or in parallel with
length axis L. Rather, in this instance, top interface port 431 is
parallel to non-primary height axis H. Top surface 430 and
bottom surface 440 of spacer 400 are those surfaces that
contact the adjacent vertebrae and establish the spacing sur-
faces of spacer 400 and their separation from one another
establishes the height of spacer 400. Placement of an interface
on either top surface 430 or bottom surface 440 is optional,
but does provide the surgeon with flexibility in at least the
initial stages of spacer placement. Of course, it is to be under-
stood that there may be through holes (not shown) extending
from top surface 430 to bottom surface 440 to allow for bone
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graft packing and growth therethrough to secure spacer 400 in
position as part of the IF procedure.

Spacer 400 further includes a plurality of chamfered sec-
tions. First chamfered section 402 and second chamfered
section 404 are located at rear end 495 of spacer 400, while
third chamfered section 406 and fourth chamfered section
408 are located at front end 485 of spacer 400. Further, first
chamfered section 402 and third chamfered section 406 are
located at first side 415 of spacer 400, while second cham-
fered section 404 and fourth chamfered section 408 are
located at second side 425 of spacer 400. First chamfered
section 402 is spaced from and connected to second cham-
fered section 404 by rear surface 490 of spacer 400, and third
chamfered section 406 is spaced from and connected to fourth
chamfered section 408 by front surface 480 of spacer 400. In
addition, first chamfered section 402 is spaced from and
connected to third chamfered section 406 by first side surface
410 of spacer 400, and second chamfered section 404 is
spaced from and connected to fourth chamfered section 408
by second side surface 420 of spacer 400.

One or more of chamfered sections 402, 404, 406, and 408
may include one or more chamfered interface ports 409 con-
figured and arranged for releasably connecting to a position-
ing tool. Preferably, either or both of chamfered sections 402
and 404 associated with rear end 495 include a chamfered
interface port 409, because spacer 400 is intended to be
moved to the location of interest by directing the front of
spacer 400 toward the end plate, such as end plate portion 34
shown in FIG. 2, by pushing on an area at or adjacent to rear
end 495 of spacer 400, which may optionally include first side
415 and/or second side 425. The angles of each of chamfered
sections 402, 404, 406, and 408 with respect to length axis L.
may all be the same. Alternatively, only certain of such angles
may be the same, or they may each be different. Of course,
any of chamfered sections 402, 404, 406, and 408 may also be
angled with respect to width axis W and/or height axis H.
Chamfered interface ports 409 establish non-axial, or oft-
axis, interfaces of spacer 400 in that they are not aligned or
parallel with any major axis of the body of spacer 400. Cham-
fered interface ports 409 may be smooth bore holes, threaded
holes, or slotted holes. Alternatively, spacer 400 may be con-
structed such that it includes one or more connecting ele-
ments in addition to or instead of chamfered interface ports
409 that may be a rod, a hook, or any other means rather than
a port for releasably joining to a positioning tool.

Rear surface 490 preferably, but not necessarily, includes a
rear interface port 491 configured and arranged for releasably
connecting to a positioning tool. Rear interface port 491 may
be a smooth bore hole, a threaded hole, or a slotted hole. Rear
interface port 491 may or may not extend completely through
spacer 400 from rear surface 490 to front surface 480. Alter-
natively, spacer 400 may be constructed such that it includes
one or more connecting elements in addition to or instead of
rear interface port 491 that may be a rod, a hook, or any other
means rather than a port for releasably joining to a positioning
tool. It is to be noted that front surface 480 may also option-
ally include such an interface (when rear interface port 491
does not extend all the way through), there may be fewer than
or more than one interface at either or both of rear surface 490
and front surface 480, and there may be different numbers of
connecting means at rear surface 490 and front surface 480.

It is to be noted that rear interface port 491 is an on-axis
axial interface. That is, it is aligned or in parallel with primary
longitudinal length axis L. In this instance, rear interface port
491 is an on-axis contact location. The distance from rear
surface 490 to front surface 480 establishes the length of
spacer 400. Placement of an interface on either rear surface
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490 or front surface 480 is optional, but doing so provides the
surgeon with flexibility in the course of spacer placement.

First side 415, and specifically first side surface 410, of
spacer 400 optionally includes one or more first side interface
ports 411 configured and arranged for releasably connecting
to a positioning tool. Of course, the same could be true for
second side 425 and second side surface 420. First side inter-
face port 411 may be a smooth bore hole, a threaded hole, or
a slotted hole. First side interface port 411 may or may not
extend completely through from first side surface 410 to
second side surface 420. Alternatively, spacer 400 may be
constructed such that it includes one or more connecting
elements in addition to or instead of first side interface port
411 that may be a rod, a hook, or any other means rather than
a port for releasably joining to a positioning tool. It is to be
noted that there may be fewer than or more than one interface
at either or both of first side surface 410 and second side
surface 420, and there may be different numbers of connect-
ing means at first side surface 410 and second side surface
420.

First side interface port 411 is an off-axis axial interface.
That is, it is not aligned or in parallel with length axis L.
Rather, in this instance first side interface port 411 is parallel
to non-primary width axis W. The distance from first side
surface 410 to second side surface 420 establishes the width
of spacer 400. Placement of an interface on either or both of
first side surface 410 and second side surface 420 is optional,
but doing so provides the surgeon with flexibility in the course
of spacer placement.

An illustrative manner of using a spacer according to the
present invention is now described, with particular reference
to spacer 400. Initially, the surgeon preferably performs pre-
liminary steps ordinarily carried out in the course of an IF
procedure. When it is time to insert spacer 400 in the inter-
vertebral disc space, a positioning tool, such as above-de-
scribed positioning tool 200, is connected to spacer 400 at one
of the interface ports described above. If the surgeon wishes
to advance spacer 400 along its longitudinal axis, i.e., along
an axis parallel to length L, the positioning tool is joined to
spacer 400 at one of the on-axis positioning interfaces, such
asrear interface port 491, for example. During insertion when
the surgeon wishes to cause spacer 400 to turn at an angle or
in a curving manner, the positioning tool may be released
from its connection to the axial, or on-axis, port and re-
connected to spacer 400 at an off-axis port. Of course, the
positioning tool need not immediately be repositioned into a
port; it may be used to manipulate spacer 400 from any of its
exterior surfaces. Alternatively, the positioning tool may
remain connected to spacer 400 and realigned in an off-axis
manner at one of the off-axis positioning interfaces, such as
chamfered interface port 409 of first chamfered section 402,
for example. The surgeon may continue to advance spacer
400 by pushing on the positioning tool when it is connected to
spacer 400 until it reaches a final selected location. Through-
out such advancement, the orientation of the positioning tool
may be changed with respect to spacer 400, wherein the
surgeon disconnects the positioning tool from the off-axis
interface and re-connects it to a different (preferably off-axis)
interface, such as first side interface port 411 of first side
surface 410, for example. The surgeon may use spacer 400
and the positioning tool to fine tune the placement of spacer
400 at a desired location through the use of one or more of the
off-axis interfaces and, optionally, the on-axis interface. The
surgeon may also wish to expand spacer 400 using any of the
off-axis and on-axis interfaces.

The positioning tool 200 is preferably used to position the
spacer substantially between the outer, dense portions of ver-
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tebrae, between which an intervertebral disc has been surgi-
cally removed, but is not limited thereto. Tip 232 is inserted
into a selected interface port and releasably secured thereto.
Retractable member 230 is then extended to force the spacer
forward, either directly or at an angle or in a curved manner,
dependent upon the interface port selected and the spacer
design. Upon reaching a position of interest, tip 232 is
released from its connection to the interface port, retractable
member 230 is withdrawn, and tip 232 is moved to connect
with another off-axis interface port. The process is repeated
until the surgeon is satisfied that the spacer has been posi-
tioned substantially in the location of interest.

Therefore, spacer 400 may be positioned at desirable loca-
tion 36 through the use of an axial or linear positioning tool,
such as positioning tool 200. The positioning tool is prefer-
ably first aligned with an on-axis port of spacer 400 during
initial insertion. After spacer 400 is maneuvered into the disc
space, the positioning tool may be disconnected from the
on-axis port and reconnected with one or more off-axis ports
as necessary to further maneuver spacer 400 into desirable
location 36. A spacer according to this embodiment of the
present invention may also include a self-steering aspect
which will allow spacer 400 to orient itself in the disc space
while being aided in such orientation by the positioning tool.
An advantageous aspect of this method is that the positioning
tool may be utilized in a substantially posterior-anterior
direction, which is due to its repeated disconnection and
reconnection to the posterior-most facing port of spacer 400
as spacer 400 rotates into its final position. The results is a
procedure that utilizes a standard or existing positioning tool
in order to insert and rotate spacer 400.

FIGS. 19-22 illustrate another embodiment of an off-axis
spacer 500 of the present invention. Spacer 500 is similar to
spacer 400 of FIGS. 16-18, except that it is not symmetrical
with respect to its forward design. That is, a top surface 530 of
spacer 500 is not symmetrical with respect to any axis parallel
to width axis W. Spacer 500 may be used in the same manner
as that described with respect spacer 400. Spacer 500 includes
top surface 530, a bottom surface 540 that is preferably a
mirror image of top surface 530, first and second sides 515
and 525, respectively, which are mirror images of one
another, a front end 585 and a rear end 595. First side 515
includes a first side surface 510, and second side 525 includes
a second side surface 520. Similarly, front end 585 includes a
front surface 580, and rear end 595 includes a rear surface
590. Top surface 530 includes an optional top interface port
531 configured and arranged for releasably connecting to a
positioning tool, such as aforementioned positioning tool
200. Top interface port 531 may be a smooth bore hole, a
threaded hole, or a slotted hole. Top interface port 531 may or
may not extend completely through from top surface 530 to
bottom surface 540. Alternatively, spacer 500 may be con-
structed such that it includes one or more connecting ele-
ments in addition to or instead of top interface port 531 that
may be arod, ahook, or any other means rather than a port for
releasably joining to a positioning tool. It is to be noted that
bottom surface 540 may also include such an interface, there
may be fewer than or more than one interface at either or both
of'top surface 530 and bottom surface 540, and there may be
different numbers of connecting means at top surface 530 and
bottom surface 540. Spacer 500 may be fabricated as a unitary
structure or it may be fabricated of a plurality of sections. It
may be of fixed dimensions or expandable. It may be fabri-
cated of one or more materials of interest, provided such
material is selected to enable spacer 500 to perform for its
intended purpose under the expected conditions.
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It is to be noted that top interface port 531 is an off-axis
axial interface aligned with non-primary height axis H of
spacer 500. Top surface 530 and bottom surface 540 of spacer
500 are those surfaces that contact the adjacent vertebrae and
establish the spacing surfaces of spacer 500 and their separa-
tion from one another establishes the height of spacer 500.
Placement of an interface on either top surface 530 or bottom
surface 540 is optional, but does provide the surgeon with
flexibility in at least the initial stages of spacer placement. Of
course, it is to be understood that there may be through holes
(not shown) extending from top surface 530 to bottom surface
540 to allow for bone graft packing and growth therethrough
to secure spacer 500 in position as part of the IF procedure.

Spacer 500 further includes a plurality of chamfered sec-
tions. First chamfered section 502 and second chamfered
section 504 are located at rear end 595 of spacer 500. First
chamfered section 502 is spaced from and connected to sec-
ond chamfered section 504 by rear surface 590 of spacer 500.
Front surface 580 is substantially parallel to rear surface 590,
and front surface 580 is connected directly to first side surface
510 and second side surface 520, not by way of any cham-
fered sections.

One or both of first and second chamfered sections 502 and
504, respectively, may include one or more chamfered inter-
face ports 509 configured and arranged for releasably con-
necting to a positioning tool. The angles of each of chamfered
sections 502 and 504 with respect to length axis L. may be the
same or they may be different. Of course, any of chamfered
sections 502 and 504 may also be angled with respect to width
axis W and/or height axis H. Chamfered interface ports 509
establish non-axial interfaces of spacer 500 in that they are
not aligned or parallel with any major axis of the body of
spacer 500. Chamfered interface ports 509 may be smooth
bore holes, threaded holes, or slotted holes. Alternatively,
spacer 500 may be constructed such that it includes one or
more connecting elements in addition to or instead of cham-
fered interface ports 509 that may be a rod, a hook, or any
other means rather than a port for releasably joining to a
positioning tool.

Rear surface 590 preferably, but not necessarily, includes a
rear interface port 591 configured and arranged for releasably
connecting to a positioning tool. Rear interface port 591 may
be a smooth bore hole, a threaded hole, or a slotted hole. Rear
interface port 591 may or may not extend completely through
spacer 500 from rear surface 590 to front surface 580. Alter-
natively, spacer 500 may be constructed such that it includes
one or more connecting elements in addition to or instead of
rear interface port 591 that may be a rod, a hook, or any other
means rather than a port for releasably joining to a positioning
tool. It is to be noted that front surface 580 may also option-
ally include a front interface port 581 (when rear interface
port 591 does not extend all the way through), there may be
fewer than or more than one interface at either or both of rear
surface 590 and front surface 580, and there may be difterent
numbers of connecting means at rear surface 590 and front
surface 580.

It is to be noted that rear interface port 591 and front
interface port 581 are on-axis axial interfaces aligned or in
parallel with primary longitudinal length axis L. of spacer 500.
The distance from rear surface 590 to front surface 580 estab-
lishes the length of spacer 500. Placement of an interface on
either rear surface 590 or front surface 580 is optional, but
doing so provides the surgeon with flexibility in the course of
spacer placement.

First side 515, and specifically first side surface 510, of
spacer 500 optionally includes one or more first side interface
ports 511 configured and arranged for releasably connecting
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to a positioning tool. Of course, the same could be true for
second side 525 and second side surface 520. First side inter-
face port 511 may be a smooth bore hole, a threaded hole, or
a slotted hole. First side interface port 511 may or may not
extend completely through from first side surface 510 to
second side surface 520. Alternatively, spacer 500 may be
constructed such that it includes one or more connecting
elements in addition to or instead of first side interface port
511 that may be a rod, a hook, or any other means rather than
a port for releasably joining to a positioning tool. It is to be
noted that there may be fewer than or more than one interface
at either or both of first side surface 510 and second side
surface 520, and there may be different numbers of connect-
ing means at first side surface 510 and second side surface
520.

First side interface port 511 is an off-axis axial interface
aligned or in parallel with non-primary width axis W of
spacer 500. The distance from first side surface 510 to second
side surface 520 establishes the width of spacer 500. Place-
ment of one or more interfaces on either or both of first side
surface 510 and second side surface 520 is optional, but doing
so provides the surgeon with flexibility in the course of spacer
placement.

FIGS. 23-26 illustrate another embodiment of an off-axis
spacer 600 of the present invention. Spacer 600 is similar to
spacer 500 of FIGS. 19-22, except that it is not symmetrical
with respect to its rear design. That is, a top surface 630 of
spacer 600 is not symmetrical with respect to any axis parallel
to width axis W or length axis L. Spacer 600 may be used in
the same manner as that described with respect to spacer 400.
Spacer 600 includes a top surface 630, a bottom surface 640
that is preferably a mirror image of top surface 630, first and
second sides 615 and 625, respectively, that are mirror images
of one another, a front end 685 and a rear end 695. First side
615 includes a first side surface 610, and second side 625
includes a second side surface 620. Similarly, front end 685
includes a front surface 680, and rear end 695 includes a rear
surface 690. Top surface 630 includes an optional top inter-
face port 631 configured and arranged for releasably connect-
ing to a positioning tool, such as aforementioned positioning
tool 200. Top interface port 631 may be a smooth bore hole, a
threaded hole, or a slotted hole. Top interface port 631 may or
may not extend completely through from top surface 630 to
bottom surface 640. Alternatively, spacer 600 may be con-
structed such that it includes one or more connecting ele-
ments in addition to or instead of top interface port 631 that
may be arod, ahook, or any other means rather than a port for
releasably joining to a positioning tool. It is to be noted that
bottom surface 640 may also include such an interface, there
may be fewer than or more than one interface at either or both
of'top surface 630 and bottom surface 640, and there may be
different numbers of connecting means at top surface 630 and
bottom surface 640. Spacer 600 may be fabricated as a unitary
structure or it may be fabricated of a plurality of sections. It
may be of fixed dimensions or expandable. It may be fabri-
cated of one or more materials of interest, provided such
material is selected to enable spacer 600 to perform for its
intended purpose under the expected conditions.

It is to be noted that top interface port 631 is an off-axis
axial interface aligned with non-primary height axis H of
spacer 600. Top surface 630 and bottom surface 640 of spacer
600 are those surfaces that contact the adjacent vertebrae and
establish the spacing surfaces of spacer 600 and their separa-
tion from one another establishes the height of spacer 600.
Placement of an interface on either top surface 630 or bottom
surface 640 is optional, but does provide the surgeon with
flexibility in at least the initial stages of spacer placement. Of
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course, it is to be understood that there may be through holes
(not shown) extending from top surface 630 to bottom surface
640 to allow for bone graft packing and growth therethrough
to secure spacer 600 in position as part of the IF procedure.

Spacer 600 further includes chamfered section 602 located
atrear end 695 of spacer 600. Chamfered section 602 extends
from rear surface 690 to first side surface 610. Front surface
680 is substantially parallel to rear surface 690, and front
surface 680 is connected directly to first side surface 610 and
second side surface 620, not by way of any chamfered sec-
tions.

Chamfered section 602 includes a chamfered interface port
609 configured and arranged for releasably connecting to a
positioning tool. The angle of the chamfered section 602 with
respect to length axis L is selectable. Of course, chamfered
sections 602 may also be angled with respect to width axis W
and/or height axis H. Chamfered interface port 609 estab-
lishes a non-axial interface of spacer 600 in that it is not
aligned or parallel with any major axis of the body of spacer
600. Chamfered interface port 609 may be a smooth bore
hole, a threaded hole, or a slotted hole. Alternatively, spacer
600 may be constructed such that it includes one or more
connecting elements in addition to or instead of chamfered
interface port 609 that may be a rod, a hook, or any other
means rather than a port for releasably joining to a positioning
tool.

Rear surface 690 preferably, but not necessarily, includes a
rear interface port 691 configured and arranged for releasably
connecting to a positioning tool. Rear interface port 691 may
be a smooth bore hole, a threaded hole, or a slotted hole. Rear
interface port 691 may or may not extend completely through
spacer 600 from rear surface 690 to front surface 680. Alter-
natively, spacer 600 may be constructed such that it includes
one or more connecting elements in addition to or instead of
rear interface port 691 that may be a rod, a hook, or any other
means rather than a port for releasably joining to a positioning
tool. It is to be noted that front surface 680 may also option-
ally include a front interface port 681 (when rear interface
port 691 does not extend all the way through), there may be
fewer than or more than one interface port at either or both of
rear surface 690 and front surface 680, and there may be
different numbers of connecting means at rear surface 690
and front surface 680.

It is to be noted that rear interface port 691 and front
interface port 681 are on-axis axial interfaces aligned or in
parallel with primary longitudinal length axis L. of spacer 600.
The distance from rear surface 690 to front surface 680 estab-
lishes the length of spacer 600. Placement of an interface on
either rear surface 690 or front surface 680 is optional, but
doing so provides the surgeon with flexibility in the course of
spacer placement.

First side 615, and specifically first side surface 610, of
spacer 600 optionally includes one or more first side interface
ports 611 configured and arranged for releasably connecting
to a positioning tool. Of course, the same could be true for
second side 625 and second side surface 620. First side inter-
face port 611 may be a smooth bore hole, a threaded hole, or
a slotted hole. First side interface port 611 may or may not
extend completely through from first side surface 610 to
second side surface 620. Alternatively, spacer 600 may be
constructed such that it includes one or more connecting
elements in addition to or instead of first side interface port
611 that may be a rod, a hook, or any other means rather than
a port for releasably joining to a positioning tool. It is to be
noted that there may be fewer than or more than one interface
at either or both of first side surface 610 and second side
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surface 620, and there may be different numbers of connect-
ing means at first side surface 610 and second side surface
620.

First side interface port 611 is an off-axis axial interface
aligned or in parallel with the non-primary width axis W of
spacer 600. The distance from first side surface 610 to second
side surface 620 establishes the width of spacer 600. Place-
ment of one or more interface ports on either or both of the
first side surface 610 and second side surface 620 is optional,
but doing so provides the surgeon with flexibility in the course
of spacer placement.

FIGS. 27-29 illustrate another embodiment of an off-axis
spacer 700 of the present invention. Spacer 700 is similar to
spacer 500 of FIGS. 19-22, except that it has a curved forward
design 701. Spacer 700 may be used in the same manner as
that described with respect to spacer 400, although curved
forward design 701 enables curving movement of spacer 700
more readily than may be achieved with any other spacer
embodiments herein described. Spacer 700 includes a top
surface 730, a bottom surface 740 that is preferably a mirror
image of top surface 730, first and second sides 715 and 725,
respectively, a front end 785 and a rear end 795. First side 715
includes a first side surface 710, and second side 725 includes
a second side surface 720. Similarly, front end 785 includes a
front surface 780, and rear end 795 includes a rear surface
790. Top surface 730 includes an optional top interface port
731 configured and arranged for releasably connecting to a
positioning tool, such as aforementioned positioning tool
200. Top interface port 731 may be a smooth bore hole, a
threaded hole, or a slotted hole. Top interface port 731 may or
may not extend completely through from top surface 730 to
bottom surface 740. Alternatively, spacer 700 may be con-
structed such that it includes one or more connecting ele-
ments in addition to or instead of top interface port 731 that
may be arod, ahook, or any other means rather than a port for
releasably joining to a positioning tool. It is to be noted that
bottom surface 740 may also include such an interface, there
may be fewer than or more than one interface at either or both
of'top surface 730 and bottom surface 740, and there may be
different numbers of connecting means at top surface 730 and
bottom surface 740. Spacer 700 may be fabricated as a unitary
structure or it may be fabricated of a plurality of sections. It
may be of fixed dimensions or expandable. It may be fabri-
cated of one or more materials of interest, provided such
material is selected to enable spacer 700 to perform for its
intended purpose under the expected conditions.

It is to be noted that top interface port 731 is an off-axis
axial interface aligned with non-primary height axis H of
spacer 700. Top surface 730 and bottom surface 740 of spacer
700 are those surfaces that contact the adjacent vertebrae and
establish the spacing surfaces of spacer 700 and their separa-
tion from one another establishes the height of spacer 700.
Placement of an interface on either top surface 730 or bottom
surface 740 is optional, but does provide the surgeon with
flexibility in at least the initial stages of spacer placement. Of
course, it is to be understood that there may be through holes
(not shown) extending from top surface 730 to bottom surface
740 to allow for bone graft packing and growth therethrough
to secure spacer 700 in position as part of the IF procedure.

Spacer 700 further includes a plurality of chamfered sec-
tions. First chamfered section 702 and second chamfered
section 704 are located at rear end 795 of spacer 700. First
chamfered section 702 is spaced from and connected to sec-
ond chamfered section 704 by rear surface 790 of spacer 700.
Front end 780 is arranged to enable steerable movement of
spacer 700 to a location of interest, such as desirable location
36. In the embodiment shown in FIGS. 27-29, front end 780
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includes curved forward design 701, which may be of differ-
ent configuration provided it undertakes curving movement
when spacer 700 is pushed with a positioning tool. Curved
forward design 701 may also be beveled or otherwise shaped
to increase its friction with respect to the surface of end plate
on which it rides so that it is inclined to dig into the end plate
and be forced to turn in a direction associated with the direc-
tion of its curved form. That is, the curved form of front end
780 is preferably configured to produce greater friction
between the end plate and the remaining portions of the body
of spacer 700, including rear end 795.

One or both of first and second chamfered sections 702 and
704, respectively, may include one or more chamfered inter-
face ports 709 configured and arranged for releasably con-
necting to a positioning tool. The angles of each of chamfered
sections 702 and 704 with respect to length axis L. may be the
same or they may be different. Of course, any of chamfered
sections 702 and 704 may also be angled with respect to width
axis W and/or height axis H. Chamfered interface ports 709
establish non-axial, or off-axis, interfaces of spacer 700 in
that they are not aligned or parallel with any major axis of the
body of spacer 700. Chamfered interface ports 709 may be
smooth bore holes, threaded holes, or slotted holes. Alterna-
tively, spacer 700 may be constructed such that it includes one
or more connecting elements in addition to or instead of
chamfered interface ports 709 that may be a rod, a hook, or
any other means rather than a port for releasably joining to a
positioning tool.

Rear surface 790 preferably, but not necessarily, includes a
rear interface port 791 configured and arranged for releasably
connecting to a positioning tool. Rear interface port 791 may
be a smooth bore hole, a threaded hole, or a slotted hole. Rear
interface port 791 may or may not extend completely through
spacer 700 from rear surface 790 to front surface 780 of
spacer 700. Alternatively, spacer 700 may be constructed
such that it includes one or more connecting elements in
addition to or instead of rear interface port 791 that may be a
rod, a hook, or any other means rather than a port for releas-
ably joining to a positioning tool. There may be fewer than or
more than one interface at rear surface 790.

It is to be noted that rear interface port 791 is an on-axis
interface and is aligned or in parallel with primary longitudi-
nal length axis I of spacer 700. The distance from rear surface
790 to an end 782 of front end 780 establishes the length of
spacer 700. Placement of an interface on rear surface 790 is
optional, but doing so provides the surgeon with flexibility in
the course of spacer placement.

First side 715 and specifically first side surface 710, of
spacer 700 optionally includes one or more first side interface
ports 711 configured and arranged for releasably connecting
to a positioning tool. Of course, the same could be true for
second side 725 and second side surface 720. First side inter-
face port 711 may be a smooth bore hole, a threaded hole, or
a slotted hole. First side interface port 711 may or may not
extend completely through from first side surface 710 to
second side surface 720. Alternatively, spacer 700 may be
constructed such that it includes one or more connecting
elements in addition to or instead of first side interface port
711 that may be a rod, a hook, or any other means rather than
a port for releasably joining to a positioning tool. It is to be
noted that there may be fewer than or more than one interface
at either or both of first side surface 710 and second side
surface 720, and there may be different numbers of connect-
ing means at first side surface 710 and second side surface
720.

First side interface port 711 is an off-axis axial interface
aligned or in parallel with non-primary width axis W of
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spacer 700. The distance from first side surface 710 to second
side surface 720 establishes the width of spacer 700. Place-
ment of one or more interfaces on either or both of first side
surface 710 and second side surface 720 is optional, but doing
so provides the surgeon with flexibility in the course of spacer
placement.

An embodiment of an off-axis expandable spacer 800 of
the present invention is shown in FIGS. 30-33. Spacer 800 is
similar to spacer 500 of FIGS. 19-22, except that it is expand-
able rather than of static dimensions. That is, the size and
shape of spacer 800 may be modified by the surgeon, prefer-
ably during a surgical procedure. Spacer 800 may be used in
the same manner as that described with respect to any of the
above-described spacers. In addition to the ability to adjust
the positioning of spacer 800 in an on-axis manner, the size
and shape of spacer 800 may also be modified through oft-
axis manipulation. Spacer 800 includes a top surface 830, a
bottom surface 840 that is preferably a mirror image of top
surface 830, first and second sides 815 and 825, respectively,
that are mirror images of one another, a front end 885 and a
rear end 895. First side 815 includes a first side surface 810,
and second side 825 includes a second side surface 820.
Similarly, front end 885 includes a front surface 880, and rear
end 895 includes a rear surface 890. Top surface 830 includes
an optional top interface port 831 configured and arranged for
releasably connecting to a positioning tool, such as aforemen-
tioned positioning tool 200. Top interface port 831 may be a
smooth bore hole, a threaded hole, or a slotted hole. Top
interface port 831 may or may not extend completely through
from top surface 830 to bottom surface 840. Alternatively,
spacer 800 may be constructed such that it includes one or
more connecting elements in addition to or instead of top
interface port 831 that may be a rod, a hook, or any other
means rather than a port for releasably joining to the position-
ing tool. It is to be noted that bottom surface 840 may also
include such an interface, there may be fewer than or more
than one interface at either or both of top surface 830 and
bottom surface 840, and there may be different numbers of
connecting means at top surface 830 and bottom surface 840.
Spacer 800 may be fabricated as a unitary structure or it may
be fabricated of a plurality of sections. It may be fabricated of
one or more materials of interest, provided such material is
selected to enable spacer 800 to perform for its intended
purpose under the expected conditions.

It is to be noted that top interface port 831 is an off-axis
axial interface aligned with non-primary height axis H of
spacer 800. Top surface 830 and bottom surface 840 of spacer
800 are those faces that contact the adjacent vertebrae and
establish the spacing surfaces of spacer 800 and their separa-
tion from one another establishes the height of spacer 800.
Placement of an interface on either top surface 830 or bottom
surface 840 is optional, but does provide the surgeon with
flexibility in at least the initial stages of spacer placement. Of
course, it is to be understood that there may be through holes
(not shown) extending from top surface 830 to bottom surface
840 to allow for bone graft packing and growth therethrough
to secure spacer 800 in position as part of the IF procedure.

Spacer 800 further includes a plurality of chamfered sec-
tions. First chamfered section 802 and second chamfered
section 804 are located at rear end 895 of spacer 800. First
chamfered section 802 is spaced from and connected to sec-
ond chamfered section 804 by rear surface 890 of spacer 800.
Front surface 880 is substantially parallel to rear surface 890,
and front surface 880 is connected directly to first side surface
810 and second side surface 820, not by way of any cham-
fered sections.
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One or both of first and second chamfered sections 802 and
804, respectively, may include one or more chamfered inter-
face ports 809 configured and arranged for releasably con-
necting to a positioning tool. The angles of each of chamfered
sections 802 and 804 with respect to length axis L. may be the
same or they may be different. Of course, any of chamfered
sections 802 and 804 may also be angled with respect to width
axis W and/or height axis H. Chamfered interface ports 809
establish non-axial or off-axis interfaces of spacer 800 in that
they are not aligned or parallel with any major axis of the body
of spacer 800. Chamfered interface ports 809 may be smooth
bore holes, threaded holes, or slotted holes. Alternatively,
spacer 800 may be constructed such that it includes one or
more connecting elements in addition to or instead of cham-
fered interface ports 809 that may be a rod, a hook, or any
other means rather than a port for releasably joining to a
positioning tool.

Rear surface 890 preferably, but not necessarily, includes a
rear interface port 891 configured and arranged for releasably
connecting to a positioning tool, or as shown in FIGS. 31 and
33, an expander 897. Rear interface port 891 may be a smooth
bore hole, a threaded hole, or a slotted hole. Rear interface
port 891 may or may not extend completely through spacer
800 from rear surface 890 to front surface 880 of spacer 800.
There may be fewer than or more than one interface at rear
surface 890.

It is to be noted that rear interface port 891 is an on-axis
interface and is aligned or in parallel with primary longitudi-
nal length axis I of spacer 800. The distance from rear surface
890 to an end 882 of front end 880 establishes the length of
spacer 800. Placement of an interface on rear surface 890 is
optional, but doing so provides the surgeon with flexibility in
the course of spacer placement and/or expansion.

First side 815 and specifically first side surface 810, of
spacer 800 optionally includes one or more first side interface
ports 811 configured and arranged for releasably connecting
to a positioning tool. Of course, the same could be true for
second side 825 and second side surface 820. First side inter-
face port 811 may be a smooth bore hole, a threaded hole, or
a slotted hole. First side interface port 811 may or may not
extend completely through from first side surface 810 to
second side surface 820. Alternatively, spacer 800 may be
constructed such that it includes one or more connecting
elements in addition to or instead of first side interface port
811 that may be a rod, a hook, or any other means rather than
a port for releasably joining to the positioning tool. It is to be
noted that there may be fewer than or more than one interface
at either or both of first side surface 810 and second side
surface 820, and there may be different numbers of connect-
ing means at first side surface 810 and second side surface
820.

First side interface port 811 is an off-axis axial interface
aligned or in parallel with non-primary width axis W of
spacer 800. The distance from first side surface 810 to second
side surface 820 establishes the width of spacer 800. Place-
ment of one or more interfaces on either or both of first side
surface 810 and second side surface 820 is optional, but doing
so provides the surgeon with flexibility in the course of spacer
placement.

As spacer 800 is expandable, it includes means for its
expansion. Further shown in FIGS. 30-33, the spacer 800
includes an expansion channel 896 extending partially
through from rear end 895. Expansion channel 896 may coin-
cide with rear interface port 891 or may be separate there-
from. It may optionally extend all the way through to front
end 885 of spacer 800. Although shown as an on-axis expan-
sion channel, it is to be understood that expansion channel
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896 may be of an off-axis arrangement. That is, expansion
channel 896 may be located at an oft-axis position. Moreover,
it is contemplated that any of the interfaces herein, both
on-axis and off-axis, may be coincident with an expansion
channel similar to expansion channel 896. An expansion
channel according to the present invention may thusly be of
an on-axis or an off-axis arrangement, and more than one
expansion channel may be provided in a spacer. Spacer 800
further includes expander 897 arranged for removable or
permanent insertion into expansion channel 896. Expansion
channel 896 and expander 897 are arranged such that when
expander 897 is directed into expansion channel 896, the
shape and size of spacer 800 may be changed. For example, as
shown in FIG. 33, substantially complete insertion of
expander 897 into expansion channel 896 causes top surface
830 and bottom surface 840 of spacer 800 to move apart to
produce a wedge shape of spacer 800. In this example, expan-
sion channel 896 is threaded and expander 897 is a screw that
may be threaded into threaded expansion channel 896. How-
ever, expansion channel 896 may be smooth and expander
897 may similarly have a smooth exterior. In particular, with
expansion channel 896 in a wedged shape, spacer 800 will
become wedge-shaped. Alternatively, expansion channel 896
may be of uniform dimensions, resulting in uniform and
parallel increased separation of top surface 830 and bottom
surface 840. Those of ordinary skill in the art will recognize
that other means of expansion may be achieved including, but
not limited to, the use of wedges, cams, or the like. It is also
contemplated that a removable tool be used for expansion in
lieu of the permanently-implanted expander 897.

In use, expandable spacer 800 may be positioned at a
selectable angle with respect to the posterior-anterior axis of
the disc space as desired, based on the selection and utiliza-
tion of one or more of the on-axis and/or off-axis ports
described above for interfacing with the positioning tool. The
positioning tool or another tool configured with an interface
releasably connectable to expander 897 may be used for any
of'the above-described modification. The expansion of spacer
800 may occur before, during or after its positioning. The
expansion may occur partially or completely at any of those
instances. As noted, expansion channel 896 may be config-
ured in an on-axis or an oft-axis design and the expansion tool
may be adaptable for interfacing in either configuration.

Positioning spacer 800 according to the above-described
method of insertion preferably exposes at least one off-axis
interface of spacer 800 generally to the posterior incision site
for manipulation either during implantation or after spacer
800 is finally positioned. Thus, in addition to utilizing the at
least one off-axis interface for positioning spacer 800, the at
least one off-axis interface may also be utilized for purposes
of expansion, manipulation, or other types of modification
pertaining to the size, dimension and/or shape of spacer 800.
This modification may occur after spacer 800 has been finally
positioned in an anterior aspect of the disc space. Such modi-
fication may also or alternatively occur at any point during the
insertion process. For instance, spacer 800 may be inserted to
a certain position, expanded to a determined height, and fur-
ther inserted and expanded as necessary. The ability to modify
spacer 800 at an off-axis interface gives the surgeon greater
control of the surgical procedure, and allows the surgeon to
more finely position and modify spacer 800 according to the
particular parameters of the patient and the surgical proce-
dure.

Although it is preferable that a port coinciding with a
surface of the spacer be of a cylindrical nature having an axis
normal to such surface, it is contemplated that any interface
herein described can be offset from an axis normal to such
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surface. For example, a port located on a chamfered surface
may be normal to any of the front, rear, or side surfaces. This
would allow for a configuration of spacer 400, for example,
where two or three of the ports accessible from rear end 495
are oriented in an on-axis manner.

The present invention has been described with respect to
various embodiments. Nevertheless, it is to be understood
that various modifications may be made without departing
from the spirit and scope of the invention. All equivalents are
deemed to fall within the scope of this description of the
invention.

The invention claimed is:

1. A method of inserting and positioning a prosthetic inter-
vertebral spacer in the intervertebral disc space between two
adjacent vertebrae, the method comprising the steps of:

providing a spacer including a longitudinal axis, a first

interface, and a second interface;

engaging a tool to the first interface;

inserting the spacer at least partially into the intervertebral

disc space by moving the tool substantially along an
insertion direction;

disengaging the tool from the spacer;

engaging the tool to the second interface;

inserting the spacer further into the intervertebral disc

space by moving the tool substantially along the inser-
tion direction, such that the longitudinal axis of the
spacer is angled with respect to the insertion direction;
and

modifying the shape of the spacer by expanding the spacer.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the insertion direction is
substantially parallel to a posterior-anterior axis of the inter-
vertebral disc space.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein the combination of the
inserting steps results in the longitudinal axis of the spacer
being perpendicular to the insertion direction.

4. The method of claim 3, wherein the longitudinal axis of
the spacer is substantially parallel to a medial-lateral axis of
the intervertebral disc space.

5. The method of claim 1, wherein the inserting steps result
in the spacer being positioned in an anterior aspect of the
intervertebral disc space.

6. The method of claim 1, wherein the inserting steps
include allowing the spacer to rotate with respect to the inser-
tion direction.

7. The method of claim 6, wherein the spacer further
includes a front end having frictional properties that are
greater than frictional properties of a rear end of the spacer,
and wherein the inserting steps include allowing the front end
to turn within the intervertebral disc space as it frictionally
engages one or both of the adjacent vertebrae.

8. The method of claim 1, wherein the first interface and the
second interface are ports, the tool includes a retractable
member, and the engaging steps include placing the retract-
able member in the respective ports.

9. The method of claim 1, wherein the combination of the
inserting steps results in the longitudinal axis of the spacer
being rotated approximately 90 degrees with respect to the
insertion direction.

10. The method of claim 1, further comprising the step of
packing bone grafting material into at least one of the first
interface, the second interface, and an opening in the spacer.

11. A method of inserting and positioning a prosthetic
intervertebral spacer in the intervertebral disc space between
two adjacent vertebrae, the method comprising the steps of:

providing a spacer including a curved front end, a longitu-

dinal axis, a first interface, and a second interface;
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establishing a connection between a tool and the first inter-
face of the spacer such that the tool and the spacer cannot
substantially pivot with respect to one another;

inserting the spacer at least partially into the intervertebral
disc space by moving the tool substantially along an
insertion direction;

relocating the connection to the second interface such that

the tool and the spacer cannot substantially pivot with
respect to one another; and

inserting the spacer further into the intervertebral disc

space by moving the tool substantially along the inser-
tion direction, such that the spacer rotates with respect to
the insertion direction.

12. The method of claim 11, wherein the combination of
the inserting steps results in the longitudinal axis of the spacer
being perpendicular to the insertion direction.

13. The method of claim 11, wherein the inserting steps
result in the spacer being positioned in an anterior aspect of
the intervertebral disc space.

14. The method of claim 11, wherein the spacer further
includes a front end having frictional properties that are
greater than frictional properties of a rear end of the spacer,
and wherein the inserting steps include allowing the front end
to turn within the intervertebral disc space as it frictionally
engages one or both of the adjacent vertebrae.

15. The method of claim 11, wherein the first interface and
the second interface are ports, the tool includes a retractable
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member, and the establishing step includes placing the
retractable member in the respective ports.

16. The method of claim 11, further comprising the step of
modifying the shape of the spacer by expanding the spacer.

17. A method of inserting and positioning a prosthetic
intervertebral spacer in the intervertebral disc space between
two adjacent vertebrae, the method comprising the steps of:

providing a spacer including a longitudinal axis, a first

interface, and a second interface;

applying a first force to the first interface to move the spacer

in the intervertebral disc space;

applying a second force to the second interface to further

move the spacer in the intervertebral disc space; and
modifying the shape of the spacer by expanding the spacer,
wherein the first and second forces are provided by a tool
moving substantially along a single direction and cause
the spacer to rotate, and
wherein the tool is disengaged from the spacer between the
step of applying the first force and the step of applying
the second force.

18. The method of claim 17, wherein the spacer further
includes a front end having frictional properties that are
greater than frictional properties of a rear end of the spacer,
and wherein the applying steps include allowing the front end
to turn within the intervertebral disc space as it frictionally
engages one or both of the adjacent vertebrae.
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